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Supporting Reading at Home

September 11, 2008

Dear Parents,

Last year our teachers in Kindergarten through 5th grade met on a weekly basis with the area of reading as their focus.  Their goal was to discuss reading strategies.  They felt a need for a common language among the grades and chose a continuum that provided continuity.  This was based on the premise that just because students are of the same age they are not all at the same stage of learning.  We firmly believe in teaching students at the level that is appropriate for them based on developmental levels rather than their age.  Some students develop skills and concepts at a faster or slower rate than their peers.  Some students are well beyond grade level standards, while others are approaching that standard.  We believe in teaching children where they are.  Students develop a positive self-esteem when we teach developmentally and they develop skills that build on each other rather than missing steps.  

Our reading continuum, developed by Dr. Bonnie Campbell Hill, breaks basic reading   skills into ten levels.  All the skills are identified in a continuous progression.  Teachers identify where students are and use reading materials at appropriate levels to support their students. The important point is they are learning what they need to learn next, and are given instructions when they need it.

We have put together this Parent Handbook to help you understand this new approach that we will be implementing this year.  I’m sure it will be a learning year for all of us.  Please be patient with us as we learn to use new tools of assessment and become more proficient in teaching specifically to developmental levels.  

This handbook contains excerpts from the book, Developmental Continuums written by Bonnie Campbell Hill.  It also gives you suggestions and activities for reading at home.  We hope you will find it helpful in moving your child forward in their reading development. It has been documented if an adult reads to a child for 30 minutes every night, even without any other reading instruction, their reading will increase by one level!  Working together our children can grow into passionate readers.

Sincerely,

Patricia A. Durand
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Portraits of Readers

In this section you will find narratives that describe each reading developmental level.  Characteristics of readers and what will motivate them are described at each level.  Families are given typical book selections made by children at each level and suggestions for alternative genres or types of text to encourage for the future.  Read each section and find the developmental level that most matches your child at this time.  Your child’s teacher can provide assistance with determining the correct level.

Preconventional 

Preconventional learners display curiosity about books and reading.  They enjoy listening to books and may have favorites.  Children focus mostly on illustrations at this stage as they talk about the story.  They love songs and books with rhythm, repetition, and rhyme.  Students participate in reading by chiming in when adults read aloud, and children at this age often enjoy hearing the same stories read aloud over and over.  Preconventional readers are interested in environmental print, such as restaurant and traffic signs, labels, and logos.  Children hold books correctly, turning the pages as they look at the illustrations.  They know some letter names and can read and write their first name.

Emerging 

At the Emerging stage, children are curious about print and see themselves as potential readers.  They may pretend to read familiar poems and books.  Children rely on the illustrations to tell a story but are beginning to focus on the print.  They participate in readings of familiar books and often begin to memorize favorites, like Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What Do You See? (Bill Martin, Jr., 1967).  Children begin to make connections between books read aloud, and their own lives and experiences.  They enjoy rhyming and playing with words.  Emerging readers know most letter names and some letter sounds.  They recognize some names, signs, and familiar words.  These children are often highly motivated to learn to read and may move through this stage quickly.

Developing

These children see themselves as readers.  They can read books with simple patterns, like Dear Zoo (Rod Campbell, 1982) or Quick as a Cricket (Audrey Wood, 1990) or simple texts, like Go Dog Go (P. D. Eastman, 1961).  Later in this stage, they can read books with patterns that vary more, like Just for You (Mercer Mayer, 1975), or Cookie’s Week (Cindy Ward, 1988). They begin to look at books independently for short periods of time (5–10 minutes) and like to share books with others.  Developing readers know most letter sounds and can read simple words (such as “dog” and “me”) and a few sight words (such as “have” and “love”).  Recognizing patterns and word families helps readers generalize what they know about one word to similar new words. They use both print and illustrations to make meaning as they read.  Children often read aloud word by word, particularly with a new text.  They gain fluency with familiar books and repeated readings.  These young readers can retell the main idea of a story and participate in whole group discussions of literature.  This is another stage that children may pass through quickly.

Beginning 

Beginning readers rely more on print than on illustrations to create meaning.  When they read aloud, they understand basic punctuation, such as periods, question marks, and exclamation marks.  At first, they read simple early readers, like Sammy the Seal (Syd Hoff, 1959) and picture books with repetition, like The Napping House (Audrey Wood, 1984).  Students take a big step forward when they learn to read longer books, like The Cat in the Hat (1957) or Green Eggs and Ham (1960) by Dr. Seuss.  

Later in this stage, they can read more difficult early readers, such as Frog and Toad Together (Arnold Lobel, 1971) and more challenging picture books, such as A Bargain for Frances (Russell Hoban, 1970).  They often enjoy simple series books, such as the Little Bear books by Else Minarik or the humorous Commander Toad series by Jane Yolen.  Many of these books are labeled “I Can Read” books on the covers.  Beginning readers take a developmental leap as they begin to integrate reading strategies (meaning, sentence structure, and phonics cues).  They are able to read silently for 10–15 minutes. These children know many words by sight and occasionally correct themselves when their reading doesn’t make sense.  They are able to discuss the characters and events in a story with the teacher’s help.  When they read simple nonfiction texts, such as Mighty Spiders (Fay Robinson, 1996) or Dancing with the Manatees (Faith McNulty, 1994), they are able to talk about what they learn.  It may take significantly longer for children to move through this stage since there is a wide range of text complexity at this level.

Expanding 

At the Expanding stage, students solidify skills as they read beginning chapter books.  Many children read series books and re-read old favorites while stretching into new types of reading.  In the early part of this stage, they may read short series books, like Pee Wee Scouts (Judy Denton) or Pinky and Rex  (James Howe).  As they build fluency, students often devour series books, like Cam Jansen (David Adler), Bailey School Kids (Debbie Dadey and Marcia Thornton Jones), or Amber Brown (Paula Danziger).  They may also read nonfiction texts on a topic, such as Pompeii . . . Buried Alive! (Edith Kunhardt, 1987).  Students are learning how to choose books at their reading level and can read silently for 15–30 minutes.  They read aloud fluently and begin to self-correct when they make mistakes or their reading doesn’t make sense.  They can usually figure out difficult words but are still building their reading vocabulary.  At this stage, children use a variety of reading strategies independently.  These students make connections between reading and writing and their own experiences.  Expanding readers are able to compare characters and events from different stories.  They can talk about their own reading strategies and set goals with adult help.

Bridging 

This is a stage of consolidation when students strengthen their skills by reading longer books with more complex plots, characters, and vocabulary.  They often choose well known children’s books, such as the Ramona books (Beverly Cleary) or the Encyclopedia Brown series (Donald Sobol).  Students also enjoy more recent series, like Goosebumps (R. L. Stine), Animorphs (K. A. Applegate), and the Baby-sitters Club books (Ann Martin).  They may broaden their interests by reading a wider variety of materials, such as Storyworks, Contact for Kids, or Sports Illustrated for Kids magazines, or The Magic Schoolbus (Joanna Cole) nonfiction series.  They begin to read aloud with expression and often memorize some of the humorous poetry by Shel Silverstein and Jack Prelutsky.  With adult guidance, Bridging readers can use resources, such as encyclopedias and the Internet, to find information.  They can respond to issues and ideas in books, as well as facts and story events.  Many students are able to make connections between their reading and other books and authors.  Students at this stage begin to support their opinions with reasons and examples during small group literature discussions.

Fluent 

By the Fluent stage, students are well launched as independent readers.  They read challenging children’s literature in various genres for longer periods of time (30–40 minutes).  Many readers begin to enjoy mysteries, like the Nancy Drew (Carolyn Keene) and Hardy Boys (Franklin Dixon) series and survival books like Hatchet (Gary Paulsen, 1987) and On the Far Side of the Mountain (Jean Craighead George, 1990).  Other children prefer fantasy books, like James and the Giant Peach (1961) or Matilda (1988) by Roald Dahl.  The books they read contain fully developed characters and more challenging plots than in the previous stage.  They can use resources, such as a dictionary and thesaurus, to learn new words and can find information in encyclopedias and on the Internet.  Many readers enjoy magazines like World: National Geographic for Kids, American Girl, or Time for Kids.  Students contribute thoughtful responses when they write or talk about books and begin to “read between the lines” to get at deeper levels of meaning.  They are learning to evaluate their own reading strategies and set goals.

Proficient 

Proficient readers seek out complex children’s literature and can choose books to read independently.  They read a variety of genres, such as realistic fiction, historical fiction, biographies, nonfiction, and poetry.  These books are sometimes set in other countries and time periods.  Novels often deal with complex issues such as survival (e.g., Island of the Blue Dolphin by Scott O’Dell, 1960), death (e.g., Bridge to Terabithia by Katherine Paterson, 1977), or war (e.g., Number the Stars by Lois Lowry, 1989). Students are able to talk about the theme, author’s purpose, style, and author’s craft.  Proficient readers begin to write and talk about literature at a deeper level and use reasons and examples to support their opinions.  They delve into topics by reading both fiction and nonfiction materials and can locate information on a topic using several resources independently.  Some students at the Proficient stage enjoy challenging magazines, such as Zillions: Consumer Reports for Kids.

Connecting

At the Connecting stage, students read both complex children’s literature and young adult literature.  These books include fully developed plots that often focus on complex issues, such as freedom, truth, good and evil, and human rights.  Books like Nothing but the Truth (Avi, 1991) or Slave Dancer (Paula Fox, 1973) often require background knowledge and the ability to examine multiple perspectives on an issue.  Many books include sophisticated language (such as the Redwall series by Brian Jacques), or complex plots (like A Wrinkle in Time by Madeleine L’Engle, 1962).  Other books, like The Giver (Lois Lowry, 1993), Wringer (Jerry Spinelli, 1997), or The Last Book in the Universe (Rodman Philbrick, 2000), raise challenging issues.  Characters in these novels are often approaching adolescence.  Students at this stage read a variety of genres independently and are able to integrate information from fiction and nonfiction to develop a deeper understanding of a topic.  They can contribute to and sustain discussions about what they read and start developing criteria for evaluating literature.  They seek recommendations and opinions about books from others.  Connecting readers are able to set reading goals and challenges for themselves independently.
Independent

Students at this stage read both young adult and adult literature.  These books often focus on issues of growing up and entering adulthood.  They include multiple characters who encounter complex issues and challenging obstacles.  Some examples of young adult novels are Ironman (Chris Crutcher, 1995), The Devil’s Arithmetic (Jane Yolen, 1988), The Golden Compass (Philip Pullman, 1995), Shabanu (Suzanne Fisher Staples, 1989), and the Lord of the Rings series by J. R. R. Tolkien.  These students read a range of sophisticated materials for pleasure, to learn information, and to solve problems.  For instance, they may read newspapers and magazines, download information off the Internet, or read longer biographies, such as Eleanor Roosevelt by Russell Freedman (1993).  When they respond to literature during discussions or in writing, students add insightful comments as they make connections between other books and authors, their background knowledge, and their own lives.  They stick with complex reading challenges and are able to evaluate and analyze what they read.  Independent readers are interested in hearing other perspectives and sharing their opinions about what they have read.

Family Support for Readers

In this section you will find a list of ideas to help your child explore each stage of development as a reader.  Games, activities, and questions are provided for you to choose from based on your family needs.

These activities will definitely increase your child’s reading success.  Thank you for teaming up with the school to help your child move on to the next developmental stage as a reader.

Family Support: Preconventional Reader

· Read books with appealing pictures that match your child’s age and interests.  Children at this age like books with rhythm, rhyme, and repetition.

· Have a cozy reading corner that invites reading.

· Read aloud daily, even if it's only for 10 minutes.  Snuggle up on the couch or hold your child in your lap.

· Reading at bedtime is a wonderful way to end the day.

· Talk about the story and pictures in the books you read together.  This time together should be natural and fun.

· Encourage risk-taking as children learn to read and memorize their first books.  Have your child chime in on repeated lines or a chorus.

· Respond enthusiastically to early attempts at reading.  Never say, “She’s not reading.  She has just memorized the book.”  Memorizing is one of the first steps in learning to read.

· Play with magnetic letters on the refrigerator or plastic letters in the tub.

· Encourage children to notice words in their world, such as signs, logos, and labels.

· Help your child learn to recognize his or her name in print.

· Share your love of books and reading.

· Visit bookstores and libraries with your child.  

· Take your child to hear authors or storytellers at bookstores or the library.

· Make singing and talking together part of your daily routine.

· Watch TV shows together, such as Sesame Street, that incorporate reading and books.

· Buy or make tapes of favorite songs and books to listen to at home or in the car.

Family Support: Emerging Reader

· Read aloud daily to your child.

· Make a cozy place to read at home.

· Talk about the books and materials you read with your child.  Model reading.

· Go to the library regularly and visit bookstores.  The people who work there can often help you find just the right books for your child.

· Check out books on tape from the library.  Listen to them at bedtime or in the car.

· Take books everywhere you go.  Keep books in the car and in every room.

· Write notes to your child (in his or her lunchbox, on the bed, on the mirror, or under the pillow) using simple words.

· Read picture books with predictable patterns and rhymes and familiar stories.

· Re-read favorite stories and poems.

· Encourage your child to chime in as you read stories, sing songs, or recite poems.

· Ask questions about what you read to help your child connect books with their life and experiences.

· Ask your child to guess what will happen next as you read aloud.

· Reinforce early reading attempts without correcting mistakes.

· Celebrate early memorizing as reading (it's the first step!).

· Point out words around you (such as signs, logos, commercials, and billboards).

· Tell stories and ask family members and friends to tell stories.

· Encourage your child to tell stories from pictures in magazines and newspapers.

· Tape record your child telling a story. Send it to relatives or friends.

Family Support: Developing Reader

· Read different things aloud in addition to stories (such as recipes, letters, and directions).

· Subscribe to a magazine (such as Sesame Street, or Ranger Rick) and read it together.

· Visit bookstores and libraries regularly.

· Find books with patterns, rhythm, and rhyme that help children as they first begin to read on their own.

· Make “word cards” of the words your child can read.  Make sentences with the words.  The focus is on “playing with the words” rather than drilling!

· Encourage your child to read to friends, children in your family, or other relatives.

· As you read together, ask your child to predict what might happen next or talk about how the book relates to your child's life.

· Once in awhile, make a mistake while you're reading and problem-solve with your child about how to figure out what would make more sense.

· Talk about authors, illustrators, or interesting words.

· Talk about the characters in the books you read.  Ask questions such as, "Does that character remind you of anyone you know or a character in another book?"

· After reading a story aloud, retell it in your own words with your child’s help.

· Keep a list of "Favorite Books We've Read" or a wish list of "Books to Buy."

· Ask friends and relatives to give books as gifts.

· Read the Sunday comics with your child.

· Watch educational TV shows together, like Reading Rainbow.

· Expose your child to computer games related to reading (such as Reader Rabbit and Magic Schoolbus).

Family Support: Beginning Reader

· Read aloud daily.  Your child might be ready for you to read a chapter book aloud, a chapter or two each night.  Children also enjoy picture books, nonfiction, and joke books.

· Begin to read series books.  If you read a few, children will often read the rest of the series on their own.

· Read poems, magazines, cartoons, recipes, maps, and nonfiction, as well as fiction.

· Provide time each night for your child to read on his or her own (10–15 minutes).

· Help your child find books at the right reading level, since at this stage children need lots of practice to become fluent readers.  Ask your child’s teacher for suggestions.

· Visit bookstores and libraries regularly. 

· Talk about books you enjoyed when you were little.

· Give books as gifts.

· Watch television shows together (such as Reading Rainbow) or movies based on children’s books.

· Be supportive as your child reads his or her first I Can Read books.  Help with difficult words so your child can keep the flow of the story.

· Ask your child to make predictions as you read a story.  (“What do you think this story will be about?”  “What do you think will happen next?”)

· Encourage your child to re-read a sentence when it doesn't make sense.

· Ask your child to retell a story you have read together.

· Point out ways to figure out words in addition to "sounding it out" (such as looking at the picture, breaking the word into smaller words, reading on, or thinking what would make sense).

· Point out punctuation as you read aloud.  ("Oops, an exclamation mark!  I'd better read that a little louder.")

· Talk about the strategies you use as a reader when you're looking for a book, when you come across a word you don't know, or want to learn more about something.

Family Support: Expanding Reader

· Keep reading to your child, even when he or she can read independently.

· Provide time for your child to read at night (15–30 minutes).

· Encourage your child to practice reading aloud to siblings, relatives, or senior citizens.

· Use the public library for storyteller sessions, books on tape, book lists, and recommendations.

· Look for books that match your child's interests.  (Bookstore staff, librarians, and your child's teacher can help you.)

· Talk about how you select books and the types of things you like to read.

· Have your child keep a list of books he or she finishes or would like as gifts.

· Help your child learn how to find information in books.

· Model how you look up words you don’t know in a dictionary.

· Subscribe to children's magazines, such as Kid City, Ranger Rick, or Contact Kids.

· Talk about the characters from books, movies, and television programs.

· Read and compare several versions of a story (such as a fairy tale or folktale).

· When your child reads aloud and makes a mistake, don’t correct your child right way.  Provide enough time for your child to self-correct.

· Talk with your child about his/her reading strategies.  Give positive encouragement.

· Play word games, such as Boggle, Hangman, or Junior Scrabble.

· Cook together.  Ask your child to read and explain the directions.

· Ask relatives to send your child postcards when they go on trips.

Family Support: Bridging Reader

· Continue reading aloud to your child.  You can model fluent reading.

· Provide a reading routine when everyone in the family reads (30 minutes).

· Children at this age often delve into series books, such as Goosebumps, Nancy Drew, The Baby-Sitter’s Club or Animorphs.  This comfort zone helps build fluency.  Go to the library so your child can get the next book in the series!

· Invite your child to read more challenging books, as well as books at his/her level.

· Encourage your child to try new genres of reading (poetry, fantasy, and nonfiction).

· Have your child keep a list of “Books I’ve Read” or “Favorite Books.”

· Talk together about why you like or dislike certain books or authors.

· Talk about interesting words and language.

· Look up new words together in a dictionary.

· Talk about the characters, theme, and exciting or favorite parts in movies or books.

· Go to a local children's theatre.  If the play is based on a book, read it together before you go, then compare the book and the play.

· Encourage your child to read aloud a favorite book, poem, or story to friends, relatives, or to younger children.

· Subscribe to children's magazines that match your child's interests, such as Sports Illustrated for Kids, American Girl, or Zillions: Consumer Reports for Kids.

· Discuss facts and opinions about community events or world news.  

· When your child asks questions, seek answers together in books, encyclopedias, the newspaper, or on the Internet.


Family Support: Fluent Reader

· Continue reading aloud to your child. This type of shared reading opens the door for conversation about reading and life.

· Provide time for your child to read (30–40 minutes per day) on a regular basis. Research shows a direct correlation between how much a student reads during the day and reading achievement and success in school.

· Provide a quiet place for homework, writing, and reading.

· Listen to books on tape in the car, especially on long trips.

· Visit the public library regularly to check out books and tapes and to find information.

· Help your child find books.  Keep up with new children's books by talking to teachers, friends, librarians, and bookstore staff.  Encourage your child to try new genres and types of books.

· Read book reviews in newspapers and magazines, then look for those books in the library.

· Talk about the books and materials you read and how you find new books.

· Help your child find information in books, in articles, and on Internet.

· Look up the meaning of an interesting word together.  Talk about the interesting words you find as you read. 

· Ask your child to read aloud a favorite book, poem or story into a tape recorder and send the tape to a younger child far away as a gift.

· Encourage your child to participate in community programs that include reading and writing, such as writing contests, summer reading programs, or reading to younger children at the library.

· Point out what your child does well as a reader and celebrate successes.

Family Support: Proficient Reader

· Continue reading aloud to your child.  Read young adult novels together.  It’s an important way to stay connected as your child grows into adolescence.

· Read the newspaper and magazines and discuss articles together.

· Provide a quiet place for homework, writing, and reading.

· Help your child make time for reading and set goals as a reader.

· Visit the public library regularly to check out books and do research.

· Help your child find books.  Keep up with new young adult and children's books by talking to teachers, friends, librarians, and bookstore staff.  Read some of the books yourself so you can talk about them with your child.

· Join a parent/child book club.

· Collect books by a favorite author.  Have your child write to the author.  Send the letter to the publisher listed near the copyright information in the front of the book.

· Encourage wide reading of different genres and types of texts.

· Provide support as your child begins to read informational texts in different subject areas.

· Do crossword puzzles together.

· Discuss the concepts, symbols, well-written passages, and the author's craft as you read.  Reading a book together also provides an opportunity to talk about issues.

· Talk about deeper levels of meaning in song lyrics.

· Talk about multiple perspectives and the complexity of issues in the news.

Family Support: Connecting Reader AND ndependent Reader

· Continue reading aloud to your child.  Read young adult or adult novels together.  This may be the only time you can have genuine conversations with your teenager!

· Read the same books your child is reading so you can talk about the books together.

· Continue to visit the public library. 

· Talk about the books and materials you are reading.  Acknowledge your teen’s mature interests and recommend appropriate adult books.

· Discuss the concepts, symbols, well-written passages, and the author's craft as you read.

· Help your child make time for reading and set goals as a reader.

· Help your child find books.  Keep up with new books by talking to teachers, friends, librarians, and bookstore staff.  Share book reviews.

· Encourage wide reading of many genres and types of texts. 

· Ask your child to discuss his or her favorite genres, titles, and authors.

· Ask your child to explain why he or she likes or dislikes a book or author.

· Discuss articles and editorials from the newspaper.  Share the sports page or entertainment section.

· Have your child read the map when you’re going somewhere new.

· Provide support as your child reads informational texts in many subject areas.

· Provide encouragement as your child tackles challenging reading projects.

· Give your child a subscription to a teen or adult magazine based on his or her interests.  Even if you might prefer a different subject matter, it will keep your child reading at an age when reading tends to decline.

· Start a mother-daughter book club with friends (or father-daughter, mother-son, etc.). 

Key Benchmark Books

This section lists books that are appropriate for each level of the continuum.  If your child can read one page of the book and not make more than 5 errors this is probably an appropriate book for them. (See also Good Fit book guidelines).

In the early stages you will see book lists at both the early and late stage of that developmental level.  These books can be anchors for you to know where your child is and to give them practice at this level.  It is vital that a child be reading a book that is not too difficult for them to ensure the love of reading and feeling of success.
Good Fit Books

A book that is “just right”

I look at a book.

Purpose Why do I want to read it?

Interest   It looks interesting to me.

Comprehend Do I understand it?

Know I know most of the words.

PRECONVENTIONAL/EMERGING

Look! Look! Look! by Tana Hoban
Good Dog, Carl by Alexandra Day

School by Emily Arnold McCully

Dig, Dig by Leslie Wood

The Bath by Judy Nayer

A Party by Joy Cowley

A Toy Box by Andrea Butler

Look What I Can Do by Jose Aruego

A Zoo by Andrea Butler

Growing Colors by Bruce McMillan (NF)

EMERGING

Have You Seen My Cat? by Eric Carle

Have You Seen My Duckling? by Nancy Tafuri

Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What Do You See? by Bill Martin, Jr.

The Bicycle by Joy Cowley

I Went Walking by Sue Williams

The Chick and the Duckling by Mirra Ginsburg

I Like Books by Anthony Browne

Mary Wore Her Red Dress by Merle Peek

School Bus by Donald Crews

We Like the Sun by Ena Keo (NF)

DEVELOPING: EARLY

All By Myself by Mercer Mayer

Quick as a Cricket by Audrey Wood

Mrs. Wishy-Washy by Joy Cowley

Go, Dog, Go by P. D. Eastman

Where’s Spot? by Eric Hill

Dear Zoo by Rod Campbell

A Dark, Dark Tale by Ruth Brown

Rosie’s Walk by Pat Hutchins

My Puppy is Born by Joanna Cole (NF)

Our Sense by Brenda Parkes (NF)

DEVELOPING: LATER

Soccer Game! by Grace Maccarone

Cookie’s Week by Cindy Ward

The Carrot Seed by Ruth Kraus

More Spaghetti, I Say! by Rita Gelman

Just Like Daddy by Frank Asch

Sheep in a Jeep by Nancy Shaw

I Like Me by Nancy Carlson

Mouse Paint by Ellen Stoll Walsh

Each Peach Pear Plum by Janet and Allan Ahlberg

Bread, Bread, Bread by Ann Morris (NF)

BEGINNING: EARLY (Early-Reader Books)

Put Me In the Zoo by Robert Lopshire

Whose Mouse Are You? by Robert Kraus

Just Me and My Puppy by Mercer Mayer

The Napping House by Audrey Wood

There’s a Nightmare in My Closet by Mercer Mayer

Are You My Mother? by P. D. Eastman

Hop on Pop by Dr. Seuss

Green Eggs and Ham by Dr. Seuss

The Cat in the Hat by Dr. Seuss

Mighty Spiders by Fay Robinson (NF)

BEGINNING: LATER (Harder Early-Readers)

Mouse Soup by Arnold Lobel

Little Bear series by Else Holmelund Minarik

Oliver Button is a Sissy by Tomie de Paola

Poppleton series by Cynthia Rylant

Nate the Great series by Marjorie Weinman Sharmat

Frog and Toad series by Arnold Lobel

Henry and Mudge series by Cynthia Rylant

Pinky and Rex series by James Howe

Dancing with the Manatees by Faith McNulty (NF)

Keep the Lights Burning, Abbie by Connie and Peter Roop (NF)

EXPANDING: EARLY (Easy chapter books)

Polk Street series by Patricia Reilly Giff

Pee Wee Scouts series by Judy Denton

Cam Jansen series by David Adler

Junie B. Jones series by Barbara Park

Arthur series by Marc Brown

Magic Treehouse series by Mary Pope Osborne

Marvin Redpost series by Louis Sachar

Freckle Juice by Judy Blume

Bailey School Kids series by Marcia Thorton Jones and Debbie Dadey

Kate Shelley and the Midnight Express by Margaret Wetterer (NF)

EXPANDING: LATER (Easy chapter books)

The Littles series by John Peterson

Flat Stanley by Jeff Brown

Chalk Box Kid by Clyde Robert Bulla

Stories Julian Tells series by Ann Cameron

Pioneer Cat by William Hooks

Amber Brown series by Paula Danziger

All About Sam by Lois Lowry

Wayside School series by Louis Sachar

The Titanic: Lost . . . And Found by Judy Donnelly (NF)

Pompeii . . . Buried Alive! by Edith Kunhardt (NF)

BRIDGING: EARLY (Medium Level Chapter Books)

Ramona series by Beverly Cleary

Boxcar Children series by Gertrude Chandler Warner

Goosebumps series by R. L. Stine

How to Eat Fried Worms by Thomas Rockwell

Yang the Third series by Lensey Namioka

Baby-Sitter’s Club series by Ann Martin

Superfudge series by Judy Blume

Koya DeLaney series by Eloise Greenfield

Bunnicula by Deborah and James Howe

Five Notable Inventors by Wade Hudson (NF)

BRIDGING: LATER (Medium Level Chapter Books)

Fantastic Mr. Fox by Roald Dahl

Soup and Me series by Robert Newton Peck

Encyclopedia Brown series by Donald Sobol

Bingo Brown series by Betsy Byars

The Time Warp Trio series by Jon Scieszka

Charlotte’s Web by E. B. White

Babe: The Gallant Pig by Dick King-Smith

Sarah, Plain and Tall by Patricia MacLachlan

The Magic Schoolbus series by Joanna Cole (NF)

Amazing Poisonous Animals by Alexandra Parsons (Eyewitness Junior series) (NF)

FLUENT (Challenging Children’s Literature)

Charlie and the Chocolate Factory by Roald Dahl

Shiloh series by Phyllis Reynolds Naylor

Nancy Drew series by Carolyn Keene

Little House series by Laura Ingalls Wilder

Hatchet by Gary Paulsen

The War with Grandpa by Robert Kimmel Smith

In the Year of the Boar and Jackie Robinson by Bette Bao Lord

The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe by C. S. Lewis

My Side of the Mountain by Jean Craighead George

Muscles: Our Muscular System series by Seymour Simon (NF)

PROFICIENT (Complex Children’s Literature)

The Watsons Go to Birmingham – 1963 by Christopher Paul Curtis

Julie of the Wolves by Jean Craighead George

The Boggart by Susan Cooper

Number the Stars by Lois Lowry

Bridge to Terabithia by Katherine Paterson

Holes by Louis Sachar

Island of the Blue Dolphins by Scott O’Dell

Maniac Magee by Jerry Spinelli

You Want Women to Vote, Lizzie Stanton? by Jean Fritz (NF)

Immigrant Kids by Russell Freedman (NF)

CONNECTING (Complex Children’s Literature/Young Adult Literature)

A Wrinkle in Time by Madeleine L’Engle

The True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle by Avi

The Witch of Blackbird Pond by Elizabeth George Speare

Slave Dancer by Paula Fox

Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry by Mildred Taylor

Redwall series by Brian Jacques

The Giver by Lois Lowry

The View from Saturday by E. L. Konigsburg

Nightjohn by Gary Paulsen

Children of the Dust Bowl by Jerry Stanley (NF)

INDEPENDENT (Young Adult Literature)

Shabanu by Suzanne Fisher Staples

Ironman by Chris Crutcher

The Hobbit series by J. R. Tolkien

The Devil’s Arithmetic by Jane Yolen

The Outsiders by S. E. Hinton

The Ear, the Eye, and the Arm by Nancy Farmer

Anne Frank: The Diary of a Young Girl (autobiography) by Anne Frank (NF)

Children of Topaz by Michael O. Tunnell and George Chilcoat (NF)

Lincoln: A Photobiography (biography) by Russell Freedman (NF)

Reading Strategies

In this section you will find different strategies readers use while reading. We cannot assume children will know what goes on in the mind of a reader, therefore these strategies are explicitly taught.  These terms should become part of your child’s reading vocabulary.  You can help deepen your child’s understanding and love for reading by talking about these strategies as they read.

These ideas are taken from Strategies That Work, Second Ed. (2007).  Harvey & Goudvis.

Schema is real world knowledge.  It is what the reader already knows or has experienced.  Good readers use their schema to help them construct meaning from text.

Connections are used to help readers better understand what they are reading.  When we can connect what we read to something we know (schema), we are able to comprehend on a deeper level.  We teach our students to make the following connections:


Text-to-Text (T-T)


Text-to-Self (T-S)


Text-to-World (T-W)

Predicting is using clues in the text to think about what might happen next.  Predictions can be either confirmed or contradicted.

Inferring involves making reasonable conclusions about characters or events based on things that have already happened in the story and the reader’s own experiences.  It is often referred to as reading between the lines.

Visualizing is infering with mental images.  When a child reads, pictures are created in their minds.  These images help the reader to construct meaning.

Questioning is a vital strategy to help readers clarify information and move forward with their reading.  Asking questions keeps readers engaged and encourages them to stop and think.

Synthesizing requires a reader to use a variety of strategies to build and enhance understanding.  Often times this involves summarizing new information with their own thinking, asking questions, and determining the most important information in the text.
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