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Bring a stop watch, pencil and pad to each practice and to the tournaments

Important Dates: 

· Mon. November 1: Speech Run Through for 7th & 8th graders (all coaches will judge and 6th graders will observe)
· Mon. December 6: Speech Run Through for 6th graders

PRACTICES: Create a workshop setting where everyone in the room is engaged in feedback and the success of their fellow teammates
· Before starting, familiarize yourself and the student with the Event Rules and Judge’s Form for their speech category (see attached)
· Use your best judgment on when to have the student deliver their speech in its entirety, and when it is appropriate to stop the student early on with very specific feedback: i.e. punch that word more; slow down, what do you think the author meant by that word/phrase, what is going on in his/her head, etc..

· Ask other attending students to listen closely and provide critical feedback

· What worked about the delivery?
· What could be improved?
· Time the student with a stop watch

Coaching Tips
· Dramatic/Humorous & Duo Interpretative Readings: The delivery should be as engaging as possible. Use different voices and be consistent; use appropriate gestures; have slow pace with appropriate pauses.
· Editorial Commentary: the topic should be something the student cares about; adhere to strict time restriction (1 ¼ pages double spaced); look at “camera” at back of room

· Impromptu: 2 minutes prep and speak for 1-5 minutes. Hold up fingers to indicate countdown of time. “Say what you’re going to say (have an opinion), say it (using 3 examples), and say what you said. (Intro/body/conclusion).”
· Oratory: Must be memorized with no cards

· Expository: Should be memorized (but not a requirement) and have props
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