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WHO:
 All middle school students (6th, 7th & 8th grade) who are interested in learning more about public speaking.
WHAT:
We will participate in three, all day (8:00am—7:00pm) Saturday tournaments and one two-three hour (after school) tournament:
· Blanchet: Dec. 12, 2009 (25 students/50 events) priority: 8th & 7th graders
· Seattle Prep: Jan. 23, 2010 (20 students/40 events) priority: 8th & 7th graders
· Eastside Catholic: Feb. 6, 2010 (40 students/40 events) priority: 6th & 7th graders
· Fatima and/or St. Joe’s: Jan. 2010 (after-school) priority: 6th & 7th graders

COST:  $45 per student. Fee includes registration for the tournaments,   miscellaneous supplies, end of season party, etc. If you find this a financial burden, please contact Mrs. Sherman to discuss options for covering your child’s fee.
PRACTICES:  Students are responsible for preparing his/her speeches at home with parental assistance.  We will provide online editors to help students create a final speech. In addition, beginning October 12 we will meet every Monday (with some exceptions) from 7:00 to 9:00pm in the middle school. See attached schedule.
EVENTS:
For each tournament there are two divisions:

· Senior – 8th grade

· Junior – 7th and 6th grade
AWARDS:
Besides certificates of participation for everyone who competes, and trophies for placing 1st, 2nd or 3rd in an event – 
· BBHS: $1,000 scholarships: 1st place winner in each senior category
· BBHS: $500 scholarships: 2nd place winner in each senior category
· Seattle Prep: $1,000 scholarships: top male & top female overall speaker in the Senior Division

Coaches are required to attend a 2 hour Safe Environment Program (SEP) training. See www.seattle.setanet.org for training schedules. If you have already attended this training, simply update your certification online.
We are delighted your child has chosen to participate in speech and we will do our best to coach and guide him/her to a positive experience at the tournaments.  However, this is not possible unless the students come prepared to practice. Speeches need to be written at home. Readings need to be selected, timed, cut down and edited. Please give your student support at home in selecting and finalizing his/her material.

Karen McHenry
Jane Lewis
213-0858 H
285-1933 H
992-8484 C
356-1473 C
Speech Categories

Dramatic Interpretive Reading:  A reading of one or more selections from a book (prose), play or poetry that is serious in nature. If two or more selections are read they must be connected by a central theme. Student must also present a short introduction to the reading, and a transition should connect selections when more than one reading is used. Maintain the illusion of reading (occasionally reference the script), have limited movement and gestures (one-step radius), no over-dramatization, no costumes/props. Recreate the character(s), scene and mood of the piece. This is a reading (not an acting) competition.  
Introduction YES; TIME LIMIT:  6 ½ to 7 ½ minutes (includes intro) – max = 8 minutes
Humorous Interpretive Reading: A reading from a book, play or poetry that is humorous in nature. The same criteria as above apply.

Introduction YES; TIME LIMIT:  6 ½ to 7 ½ minutes (includes intro) – max = 8 minutes
Duo Interpretative Reading:  A cutting from a published prose or play involving two or more characters. Material can be humorous or serious and is presented by two individuals. This is not an acting event (no costumes, props, etc.).  Presentation must be from a manuscript and focus should be off stage (students speak to the audience, not to each other – they may face each other during the introduction only.)

Introduction YES; TIME LIMIT:  6 ½ to 7 ½ minutes (includes intro) – max = 8 minutes
Editorial Commentary:  The student will take a position and present a speech he/she has prepared on a topic of current interest/concern. The speaker acts as an editorialist trying to influence the audience toward his/her point of view. The speech is delivered seated as if to a TV camera. 
NO Introduction: STRICT TIME LIMIT: 1 minute/45 seconds to 2 minutes

Impromptu:  Students must “think on their feet” and deliver an organized presentation without the use of notes or other material. Students will wait outside the door until it is their turn to speak. The contestant will be given three choices; a word, a quotation, and a question of social concern. The contestant will have two minutes to prepare and will then speak for a maximum of five minutes on one of the choices. Time signals will be given.

NO Introduction: TIME LIMIT: 1 - 5 minutes

Oratory: This is a memorized speech written by the student to persuade the audience. Speech must be the original work of the speaker (with no more than 100 words of quoted material).  You will be judged on the content and delivery. Orations may alert the audience to a threatening danger or problem, strengthen devotion to a cause, or eulogize a person. Students must bring a written copy of their speech with him/her.  Past topics have included Using DDT to Fight Malaria, Ending the Death Penalty, Promoting Gun Control, Regulation of Snowmobiles on Public Lands, the Overuse of Antibiotics

NO Introduction: Memorized: TIME LIMIT: 6 ½ to 7 ½ minutes (max = 8 minutes)
Expository:  This is a speech written by the student to inform the audience. You will describe, clarify, explain and/or define an idea, object, concept, or process. Visual aids (props) are allowed. The speech should be on note cards. Past topics have included How to Irish Dance, How to Crab, How to Make Sushi, How to Bake Chocolate Chip Cookies, How to Pitch a Baseball, How to Bath A Dog, and even How to Give a Good Speech.
PROPS, mostly memorized: TIME LIMIT:  6 ½ to 7 ½ minutes (max = 8 minutes)
St Anne Speech Team 
Calendar 2009/2010
7th and 8th Grade Schedule
Mon. Sep 21
Information night (7:00 – 8:00pm)
Mon. Sept 28
Coaches/judges meeting (7:00 – 9:00pm)
Wed. Sept 30
Agreement & Category Registration due
Mon. Oct 5 
Speech categories posted (no practice)
All practices are from 7:00 to 9:00pm

Mon. Oct 12 & 19
Speech selection help (optional)

Mon. Oct. 26 
First official practice (all attend)
Mon. Nov. 2 
Speech run through
Mon. Nov. 9, 16, 23, 30
Team practice/coaching
Wed. Dec. 2


Blanchet team practice/coaching (7th & 8th graders)

Mon. Dec. 7

Blanchet team practice/coaching (7th graders only)

Wed. Dec. 9


Blanchet team practice/coaching (8th graders only)

Saturday, Dec. 12

Blanchet Tournament: ~8:00am-6:00pm
Christmas Break ◊Christmas Break ◊Christmas Break ◊Christmas Break
Mon. Jan. 4 & 11

Team practice/coaching
Wed. Jan 20

Team practice/coaching
Saturday, Jan. 23

Seattle Prep Tournament: ~ 8:00-6:00
Mon. Jan. 25 & Feb. 1
Eastside team practice/coaching
Saturday, Feb. 6

Eastside Tournament ~8:00am-6:00pm
6th Grade Schedule
Mon. Sep 21
Information Night (7:00 – 8:00pm)
Mon. Sept 28
Coaches/judges meeting (7:00 – 9:00pm)

All practices are from 7:00 to 9:00pm

Mon. Oct 26
Agreement & Category Registration due
Mon. Nov 2 
Eastside Speech categories posted at practice
Mon. Nov. 9, 16, 23, 30
Team practice/coaching
Wed. Dec. 2 
Speech Run Through

Christmas Break ◊Christmas Break ◊Christmas Break ◊Christmas Break

Mon. Jan. 4 & 11

Team practice/coaching
Wed. Jan 20

Team practice/coaching
Mid January (TBD)

Fatima/St. Joes Tournament: 3:30 – 6:30pm
Mon. Jan. 25 & Feb. 1
Team practice/coaching
Saturday, Feb 6

Eastside Tournament ~8:00am-6:00pm
St. Anne Speech Team (7th & 8th Grade)
Blanchet and Seattle Prep Registration
DUE: Wednesday September 30, 2009
STUDENT/PARENT AGREEMENT:
1. I will attend all team practices and behave appropriately at the practices and tournaments
· I will listen, not talk, when an adult is speaking

· I will turn off my cell phone and be respectful while others are practicing a speech

· During practices I will remain in the middle school area until speech is dismissed, and fully participate by listening and providing feedback to my fellow students

2. I understand that only the students who deliver two speeches with an intro (readings only) and within allotted time on Monday, November 2 will be considered for the tournaments.
CATEGORY REGISTRATION
I, ______________________________________________________, am entering the Blanchet Tournament on Saturday, December 12, 2009. I understand I must enter both categories:



I, ________________________________________________, am entering the Seattle Prep Tournament on Saturday, January 23, 2010. I understand I must enter only two categories:


At the tournaments I will show up on time, dress professionally (shirt with collar, no jeans, etc.), and represent St. Anne School professionally and with pride.
__________________________________________________________

Student’s Signature

__________________________________________________________

    __________

Student’s Name (please print)


        Grade

__________________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian
St. Anne Speech Team 
Eastside Catholic Registration
DUE: Monday, October 26, 2009

STUDENT/PARENT AGREEMENT:
1. I will attend all team practices and behave appropriately at the practices and tournaments
· I will listen, not talk, when an adult is speaking

· I will turn off my cell phone and be respectful while others are practicing a speech

· During practices I will remain in the middle school area until speech is dismissed, and fully participate by listening and providing feedback to my fellow students
2. I understand that only the students who deliver two speeches with an intro (readings only) and within allotted time on Wednesday, December 2 will be considered for the tournaments.

CATEGORY REGISTRATION
I, ______________________________________________________, am entering the Eastside Catholic Tournament on Saturday, February 6, 2010. I understand I must at least one category


At the tournaments I will show up on time, dress professionally (shirt with collar, no jeans, etc.), and represent St. Anne School professionally and with pride.

__________________________________________________________

Student’s Signature

__________________________________________________________

    __________

Student’s Name (please print)


        Grade

__________________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian

St. Anne Speech Team


Information Night


September 21, 2009








Blanchet: Category 2:


Indicate 1st and 2nd Choice:





______ Oratory		______ Expository


______ Impromptu	______ Editorial Commentary











Seattle Prep Category 1:


Indicate 1st and 2nd Choice:


______ Humorous Reading


______ Dramatic Reading











Blanchet: Category 1


Indicate 1st and 2nd Choice:


______ Humorous Reading


______ Dramatic Reading


______ Dual Interpretive








PARENT RESPONSIBILITIES:


Required 3:1 ratio: We are asking for one parent coach/judge for every three students per grade to coach on a weekly basis (at the Monday practices) and be available to judge at the speech tournaments your child is participating in


Coordinate Judges: Duties include assuring all volunteer judges are trained (we’ll provide a one-time training on Monday, September 28, and Blanchet provides training on December 5), plus recruiting and coordinating judges for each tournament


Coordinate Snacks: Duties include preparing and emailing out a flyer, and coordinating healthy snacks/drinks for the Saturday tournaments


Coordinate Internal “Speech Run Thru” for 7th and 8th grade (11/2/09)


Coordinate Internal “Speech Run Thru” for 6th grade (12/2/09)


 


This year we will not collect copies of speeches. It is up to the student to bring their speech to practice each week and to the tournaments.





Teams are selected based on the following priorities:


Readiness and Documentation: 


Documentation: Each student and parent must sign the Agreement and Category Registration form and turn it in by Wednesday, September 30 (Monday, October 26 for 6th grade)


Readiness: Students who deliver their speeches at our speech run thru on Monday, Nov. 2 (Wednesday, December 2 for 6th grade) – and meet both below requirements:


Introduction is included (if required by the category)


Speech is within allotted time (see “Speech Categories”)


Regular (weekly) attendance at practices


Priority given to grade 8th, then 7th, then 6th for Blanchet and Prep


Prior participation – (i.e. if you are in 8th grade and did not participate in Blanchet, you have priority for Prep)


Lottery








Seattle Prep Category 2:


Indicate 1st & 2nd Choice:


______ Expository


______ Editorial Commentary





Seattle Prep Category 3:


Indicate 1st and 2nd Choice:


______	Oratory


______	Dual Interpretive


______ Impromptu








Eastside: Pattern A





______ Dual Interpretive


______ Expository 


______ Dramatic Reading


______ Oratory	








Eastside: Pattern B





______	Humorous Reading


______ Impromptu	


______ Editorial Commentary























