Speech Categories and Tips

St. Anne Speech Team
Dramatic Interpretive Reading:  A reading of one or more selections from a book (prose), play or poetry that is serious in nature. If two or more selections are read they must be connected by a central theme. Student must also present a short introduction to the reading, and a transition should connect selections when more than one reading is used. Maintain the illusion of reading (occasionally reference the script), have limited movement and gestures (one-step radius), no over-dramatization, no costumes/props. Recreate the character(s), scene and mood of the piece. This is a reading (not an acting) competition.  
Introduction YES; TIME LIMIT:  6 ½ to 7 ½ minutes (includes intro) – max = 8 minutes
Humorous Interpretive Reading: A reading from a book, play or poetry that is humorous in nature. The same criteria as above apply.
Introduction YES; TIME LIMIT:  6 ½ to 7 ½ minutes (includes intro) – max = 8 minutes
Duo Interpretative Reading:  A cutting from a published prose or play involving two or more characters. Material can be humorous or serious and is presented by two individuals. This is not an acting event (no costumes, props, etc.).  Presentation must be from a manuscript and focus should be off stage (students speak to the audience, not to each other – they may face each other during the introduction only).
Introduction YES; TIME LIMIT:  6 ½ to 7 ½ minutes (includes intro) – max = 8 minutes

	Judging Criteria for Dramatic, Humorous and Duo
	Superior
	Excellent
	Good
	Satis-factory
	Needs Improve

	Intro & Transitions
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Suitable Material
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Re-creation of Scene/Mood
	10
	9/8
	7/6
	5/4
	3/2

	Ability to Create Characters
	10
	9/8
	7/6
	5/4
	3/2

	Ability to Maintain Characters
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Effective Use of Voice/Diction
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Poise/Posture
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Appropriate gestures/movement
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1


TOTAL POINT (out of a possible 50)




TIME:
RANK (please circle) 


1st

2nd

3rd

4th
Jane and Karen’s Dramatic, Humorous and Duo Notes: 

· 6 ½ to 7 ½ = approximately 5 ½ pages typed, 14 point font, double spaced. Typed speeches should have a heading with student’s name, speech category, and date
· Some dialogue is more interesting than no dialogue (i.e. MLK’s “I Have A Dream”)

· Students should deliver the introduction, pause, then step forward one step to deliver the speech
· Past winners have included: Angela’s Ashes, Ferris Beuller’s Day Off 
Editorial Commentary:  The student will take a position and present a speech he/she has prepared on a topic of current interest/concern. The speaker acts as an editorialist trying to influence the audience toward his/her point of view. The speech is delivered seated as if to a TV camera. 
NO Introduction: STRICT TIME LIMIT: 1 minute/45 seconds to 2 minutes

	Judging Criteria for Editorial Commentary
	Superior
	Excellent
	Good
	Satis-factory
	Needs Improve

	Sincerity and Directness
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Ability to Create Acceptance or Enthusiasm for Speaker’s Ideas
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Thought Content/Clarity of Ideas
	10
	9/8
	7/6
	5/4
	3/2

	Rhetoric and Diction
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Effective Use of Voice
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Effectiveness of Delivery “On Camera”
	10
	9/8
	7/6
	5/4
	3/2

	Poise/Posture
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Timing and Pace
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1


Jane and Karen’s Editorial Commentary Notes: 

· 1:45 to 2:00 = approximately 1 ¼ pages typed, 14 point font, double spaced

· Students will not look at audience, but rather have a fixed spot in the back of the room (that simulates a camera)
· Students should punctuate that last few words of the speech by laying down speech on desk and folding hands together
Oratory: This is a memorized speech written by the student to persuade the audience. Speech must be the original work of the speaker (with no more than 100 words of quoted material).  You will be judged on the content and delivery. Orations may alert the audience to a threatening danger or problem, strengthen devotion to a cause, or eulogize a person. Students must bring a written copy of their speech with him/her.  
NO Introduction: Memorized: TIME LIMIT: 6 ½ to 7 ½ minutes (max = 8 minutes)
	Judging Criteria for Oratory


	Superior
	Excellent
	Good
	Satis-factory
	Needs Improve

	Sincerity and Directness
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Diction/Enunciation
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Persuasiveness
	10
	9/8
	7/6
	5/4
	3/2

	Memorization
	10
	9/8
	7/6
	5/4
	3/2

	Thought Content/Use of Rhetoric
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Organization of Speech
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Poise/Posture
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Effective Use of Voice
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Use of Gestures
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1


Jane and Karen’s Oratory Notes: 

· 6 ½ to 7 ½ = approximately 5 ½ pages typed, 14 point font, double spaced

· Have speech written, edited and mostly memorized by November 1st “Speech Run Thru” – then spend the month of November practicing the delivery
· Past topics have included Fixing the Foster Care System, Child Abuse, Runaway Children, Killing Wolves for Sport, Promoting Gun Control, Regulation of Snowmobiles on Public Lands, the Overuse of Antibiotics, etc.
Expository:  This is a speech written by the student to inform the audience. You will describe, clarify, explain and/or define an idea, object, concept, or process. Visual aids (props) are allowed. The speech should be on note cards. 
PROPS, mostly memorized: TIME LIMIT:  6 ½ to 7 ½ minutes (max = 8 minutes)
	Judging Criteria for Expository
	Superior
	Excellent
	Good
	Satis-factory
	Needs Improve

	Original Approach
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Use/Quality of Visual Aids
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Choice of Subject
	10
	9/8
	7/6
	5/4
	3/2

	Organization of Presentation
	10
	9/8
	7/6
	5/4
	3/2

	Main Idea Clear and Coherent
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Effective Use of Voice/Diction
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Poise/Posture
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Use of Body Action
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1


Jane and Karen’s Expository Notes: 

· 6 ½ to 7 ½ = approximately 5 ½ pages typed, 14 point font, double spaced – however the Expository speech should be printed on 4 x 6 (or 5 x 7) index cards so the student always has one hand free to work with props
· Past topics have included How to Audition for a Musical; How to Sell Girl Scout Cookies; How to Survive a Family Trip to Europe, How to Make Sushi, How to Make Spanakopita, Body Language (Non-verbal Communication), How to Pitch a Baseball, How to Bath A Dog, and even How to Give a Good Speech.
Impromptu:  Students must “think on their feet” and deliver an organized presentation without the use of notes or other material. Students will wait outside the door until it is their turn to speak. The contestant will be given three choices; a word, a quotation, and a question of social concern. The contestant will have two minutes to prepare and will then speak for a maximum of five minutes on one of the choices. Time signals will be given.
NO Introduction: TIME LIMIT: 1 - 5 minutes

	Judging Criteria for Impromptu
	Superior
	Excellent
	Good
	Satis-factory
	Needs Improve

	Originality and Insight
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Convincing Speaker
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Adherence to Topic
	10
	9/8
	7/6
	5/4
	3/2

	Knowledge of Topic Area
	10
	9/8
	7/6
	5/4
	3/2

	Clear/Coherent Organization
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Effective Use of Voice/Diction
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Poise/Posture
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Effective Use of Gestures/Body
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1


Jane and Karen’s Impromptu Notes: 

· Blanchet & Prep Tournaments: Students wait in hall before delivering Impromptu Speech. Each student is given the same three choices (same word, quote and social issue). The student decides which one of the three topic choices to speak on, is given 2 minutes to think it through, then delivers their speech.   Once a student has delivered their speech they remain in the room
· Eastside Catholic: All students remain in the room, each student is given a different set of choices (word, quote, social issue)
· See Jane for “Impromptu Tips” handout
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